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modern rifles. With greater knowledge now, I should say
fifty thousand to sixty thousand modern rifles, half of which
were in the hands of the local chiefs.
Carefulness with his piece was not a quality of the
Ethiopian. Unless he was an old hunter with experience,
or was kept under the eye of a martinet officer he did
not clean his rifle. The sights were sometimes used as
tin-openers and the muzzle was frequently pushed into the
mud. A rifle in Ethiopia could only call itself modern
for about four years, at most.
My estimate of small arms ammunition was roughly
correct: about twice what the Italians were to expend in
the three days of the battle of the Shire. Ammunition,
above all, was what the Ethiopians needed. Stores
were so low that only the Imperial Guard was able to
do a little practice, although marksmanship, which many
Ethiopians lacked, is a vital necessity of the guerrilla
fighter.
In the arsenal of Koramach, sixty kilometres north-east
of Addis, and in the hands of the Ethiopians, there were in
July about five hundred thousand rifles of all sorts, of which
the commonest dated from the period just before 1880.
Bound with decorative brass the celebrated Fusil Gras, called
Wujigra by the Abyssinians, fired a lead bullet of fearful
destructive power in an unpredictable parabola. Among
the unknown quantities which governed its flight were
perversity of tube, craziness or total absence of sights, and
the immense range of ammunition which could be stuffed
into the breech.
Governors of great provinces would generally surround
themselves with a bodyguard of men armed with modern
rifles and machine-guns, who passed as professional soldiers
and were paid for their continuous military service. The
rest of the male Amhara, mixed Amhara-Galla, or
Amharacised-Galla population owed military service of
two months a year in return for freedom to work their
land. These carried the Fusil Gras.
Quite a third of these guns would be useless. Internal
order would have to be maintained, as well as precautions
taken against the possibility of revolt in Gojjam. In the
pure Amhara provinces, where every man was supposed to
answer the call, a fair population would have to stay

